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Gulf Coast Faculty Council Meeting 
June 12, 2009 
8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
 
In attendance: 
Marlene Naquin, Elaine White, Jack  Covarrubias, Steve Jackson, Dale Lunsford, Janet 
Nelson, Jennifer Vonk, Cynthia Chatham, Jerry Coleman,  Patrick Biber, Allisa Beck, Dale 
Lunsford,   
 Proxies: Jennifer Vonk for Doug Bristol 
 
1.0 Call to order 
Meeting was called to order by Secretary Marlene Naquin. There was brief round of introductions 
for the benefit of invited guest. 
 
2.0 Public Relations – Sheila White 
Shelia White informed the council that as of July 1, 2009 her department would be known as 
University Communications. She reminded everyone of the department web site 
http://www.usm.edu/gc/pr/index.php which tells one what the department can do for you and 
with you and which person to contact. One topic of discussion included how to develop your 
webpage and share news items. The department budget, excluding salary and travel, is $25,000 a 
year so they do rely as much as possible on free press. One contract that is ending is the close-
captioning on WLOX. 
The new focus in the coming year is IMAGE… a new campaign, new design (we have “freed the 
individual” so we are CREATIVE BOLD DETERMINED). Sheila will attend a ‘branding’ meeting soon. 
 Some things happening/what needs to happen: we have video links on our web site, we need to 
find “our place” on the Gulf Coast—we need brag points;  one thought was to do a focus on 
students after graduation. 
 
The department has received approval on an electronic newsletter which will be sent out on the 1st 
and 15th of each month. It is linked to USM-GC news and applies to Mississippi Gulf Coast business, 
etc.  It will go out to the community. Let Charmaine know what is happening in each college to 
promote your news. 
 
Interestingly, a survey noted that students paid attention to flyers on bulletin boards in the 
classroom more than other sources of information. 
 
If you are in doubt of an event’s promotion because HBG is sponsoring it but it is also happening on 
the GC – let University Communications know so they can promote, promote, promote (Example—
the library is having a reading program for faculty and staff’s children). 
 
Local news vendors tend to pay attention when USM sends out news with taglines such as GC, Long 
Beach, Stennis, GCRL, etc  --even if HBG sends out about the coast if tagline is Hattiesburg it may 
get overlooked, so we need to promote locally.  USM-GC news briefs go out on Tuesdays and USM-
HB on Thursdays. 
 
Point of information and clarification Student Services is in charge of displaying messages on the TV 




Shelia reminded everyone to check their college webpage and update. Contact Judy Isbell regarding 
this.  http://www.usm.edu/gc/gcacdemics.html 
 
 
We thanked Shelia for her visit and hope she joins us again. If the council can offer her department 
any support we ask her to please contact us. 
 
3.0 Approval of past minutes 
Minutes were not available. 
 
4.0 Approval of agenda 
Agenda was approved and items added 
 
5.0 Elections 
• Welcome new representatives 
Introductions and also a correction of information on members list. 
• August – President elect 
                                     Secretary elect 
 
                 Elections will be discussed in July for the offices of President-elect and Secretary-elect. 
 
6.0 Budget Update 
4.5% cut expected for next year 
 
       Money from Microsoft was discussed. 
 
7.0 Faculty Senate Report – Dale Lunsford  
Dale pointed out that the Provost said to plan on the 4.5% budget cut. There is still no word on the 
stimulus. Most importantly for our ventures the faculty senate approved a resolution 
recommending health services on the coast. 
 
8.0 Summer Enrollment – Marlene Naquin 
The summer enrollment is up, highest it has ever been. Final reports will be generated at the end. 
10 day reports are not done, due to several 5wk sessions. The enrollment was over 1700 at the 
point discussion. 
 
9.0 Noel-Levitz Update – Marlene Naquin 
Copies of a summary from Ann were handed out, based on numerous surveys.  Notice that the 
same top issues keep surfacing (Not all are published in this report). 
 
Some questions—would letting people know how the Long Beach campus is coming along change 
their views? Has this/when will this be published? Can one see the raw data and how will it be 
used? 
 








10.0 Academic Dean  
• Travel reimbursement 
In summary, Tom is trying to obtain acceptance of one policy for handling travel on the 
coast, instead of each college having own policy. How long will this take?  He hasn’t any 
idea. 
 
• Other college items 
Jack Covarrubias mentioned the success of the Hurricane conference  
 
Jerry Coleman and Jack Covarrubias mentioned the Southwest trip – see  pictures and  
video  links  
http://www.usm.edu/gulfcoast/gcscitech/geography/southwest/index.php 
 
Patrick discussed the grand opening of the Thad Cochran Marine Aquaculture Center 
http://www.usm.edu/gcrl/cmac/about.php   He will let us know more as information 
becomes available. 
                 
11.0 Wednesday Lunch Hour 
Coffee house was closed  
(Since our meeting it has reopened with coffee and snacks.  Some members suggested getting 
coffee from Savannah’s Coffee House for meetings and such.) 
 
Need to check with Bryan Billings as to the future of the coffee house.  Jerry Coleman said he would 
speak with Bryan. 
 
Action Statement: Resolution 
Contact Bryan Billings to see if the Sahvannah’s will be back in the fall. If not what are other 
options. Also what are options for the GCSSC? 
 
12.0 Technology enabled meeting resources/Increased communication 
No report 
 
Question raised: how can students who need help on the coast using WebCT for the first time get 
assistance?  Is there a designated point of contact?  If so, who is it?  President will check with Amy 
Thornton of LEC. 
Question raised:  What Blackboard sessions (referred to by Tom Lansford) are available now for 
faculty and staff?  Secretary checked in to this and discovered that at this point, it’s only for those 
involved in the online teacher assistance program. 
 
13.0 Past President and Secretary Thank You 
This will be done at Fall convocation.   The president will check into thank you letters for each 
council members personnel file. 
 
14.0  2009 Schedule 
• Invited Guests 
Security 
David Taylor 





Dir of Project Planning for GC and of course the typical list of Pres, Provost, Assoc Provost, 
Academic Dean, etc. 
 
15.0 Summer/Campus Happenings 
July 4th—Concert on the GP Campus—Jimmy Buffett Tribute Band – 6pm  
http://www.usm.edu/gc/files/fourthofjulyconcert_flyer_2009.pdf 
 
16.0  Other items 
• Mold  
There is a mold issue in the Holloway complex.   
President will check into this issue with Physical Plant. 
 
• Bylaws 
Draft exists and committee will be formed to review and revise. 
 
• Admissions/advisement 
Students must go through pre-enrollment before seeing advisor. 
For colleges housed here at GCSCC – they must go to GP to see enrollment.   
 
Action Statement (resolution): Given university concerns with recruitment and retention, it 
is proposed by the faculty council that each college have an enrollment/ admissions 
specialist where the college is housed. 
 
• Green Checks 
Reminder was announced regarding online  pay stubs as part of the GO GREEN initiative 
across campuses. Erin Hannah can answer any questions about this. 
 
 
 Added based on emails the night after the meeting.. 
 
Following the meeting, a group of emails circulated as a council member received a request from 
colleagues in college to question the proposed cancellation of courses with less than 15 enrolled. This 
has been the policy but due to budget cuts it seems this may be more strictly enforced. 
Summer enrollments had to be 15 for undergraduates and 10 for graduates unless a reason was 
provided. In times past small classes made a go on the coast (our numbers are traditionally smaller than 
HBG anyway) and courses needed for graduation, progression, etc were considered. This also seems to 
be by college again –dean and director digression.  There is concern with budget cuts more classes will 
be cancelled and programs will suffer. Tom Lansford did say he would have a say in courses be cancelled 
or continued. 
 




Marlene M. Naquin, MST 
Secretary, GCFC 
